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Welcome to CentreStage

We thank you for your interest in auditioning for CentreStage’s 
32nd production; West Side Story. As Australia’s largest amateur the-
atre company, CentreStage originated from a small idea and a lot of 
energy and support. The company strives to make a positive differ-
ence to theatre within Victoria as both a supporter of open auditions 
and a proud member of the Theatre Guild of Victoria. Established in 
2010, we have staged numerous musicals in Geelong including: We 
Will Rock You, 42nd Street, Oliver!, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Nun-
sense, A Chorus Line, The Addams Family, Oklahoma, Evita, The 
Wedding Singer and RENT!

At CentreStage we…
• Respect our volunteers, staff and performers
• Create ongoing and sustainable theatre
• Use benchmarks and surveys to constantly improve
• Remain ethical and true to Geelong spirit
• Never pre-cast
• Create a ‘buzz’ for theatre in Victoria
• Improve the standards in amateur theatre

We vow to treat every individual with respect, and that’s why you’re 
part of CentreStage family.

David Greenwood
Managing Director

The Jets are 

in Town!



CentreStage kindly thanks our 2019 major 
partners and performance partners. 

We are the proud winners of the 2019 Geelong 
Business Excellence Awards for Promoting Healthy 

Workplace.  This is in response to our social 
responsibility, mental health processes and amazing 

staff who support our students and parents



“You’re never alone, You’re 

never disconnected!”



Creative Team
Producers: Dara Karlusic and Brett Walliis
Assisted by:  Christopher Bennett
Director: Jordan Reid
Assisted by: Tara Vagg
Creative Consultant: Rohan Browne
Musical Director: Daniel Heskett
Assisted by: Eric Von Ahlefeldt
Vocal Director: Madeline Cain
Choreographer: Remy Noonan
Admin Assistants: Nerissa Tomlinson, Olivia Harrington and Jasper Jarwood
Costume Co-ordinator: Sharon Clearwater
Assisted by: Dawn Murdoch and Cathy Wynhoven
Properties: Brett Wallis
Set Management: Keith Greenwood 
Set  Construction: NJW Designs
Stage Manager: Peter Balfour
Lighting Design: Jason Bovaird
Lighting Operation: Moving Light Productions
Sound: Nick O’Connor 

The Essentials
Performance Dates: 

Playhouse Theatre: Geelong Arts Centre
Tickets available at www.geelongartscentre.org.au or via phone on 5225 1200

Friday 27th March 7.30pm
Saturday 28th March 1.30pm and 7.30pm
Sunday 29th March 3.00pm

Wednesday 1st April 7.30pm
Thursday 2nd April 7.30pm
Friday 3rd April 7.30pm
Saturday 4th April 1.30pm and 7.30pm
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Audition Information
Adult auditions are by appointment only and will be approximately 5 minutes in
duration.

Please prepare one (1) audition song of 32 bars (up to 1 minute). This song is not 
to be from West Side Story, but in a style similar to the show.

Auditionees are required to bring sheet music in the correct key with any cuts 
and changes clearly marked. Please have your music in a display folder or taped 
together. No backing tracks permitted.

For audition song ideas, visit https://www.theatretrip.com/audition-songs-for-west-
side-story

Please choose a song that best demonstrates your acting ability and vocal range. 
A separate vocal range test may be requested.

Tony and Maria Auditions
If you are auditioning for the role of Tony or Maria, you must select a Tuesday 
night vocal audition. This will allow you to have the best possible time to prepare 
for callbacks and allow the creative team to contrast each auditionee whilst fresh 
in the mind.  

Stylistically, the team are looking for light operatic voices for Maria.

Those auditioning solely for the roles of Tony or Maria, will be seen on Tuesday 
29th October. Please note that you will not be required to attend the dance audi-
tion, however a movement component will form part of the call backs.

If you are auditioning for the roles of Maria or Tony; and ensemble, you will be 
required to attend a dance audition. You will complete a movement component at 
the call back auditions. 
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Doc, Krupke, Schrank and Glad Hand Auditions
The roles of Doc, Officer Krupke, Detective Schrank, and Glad Hand are acting roles only 
and therefore auditionees are not required to attend a vocal or dance auditions. 

Scenes from the show will be available for download and are to be prepared for the audi-
tions. Acting auditions times can be booked amongst the vocal audition dates. Scripts can 
be downloaded from www.centrestage.org.au/wss

If you are auditioning for ensemble or alternative roles not listed in this section, you must 
complete a dance and vocal audition. 

Off Stage Singers Auditions
We are looking to assemble a chorus of off stage singers for this production. If you are in-
terested in auditioning for the Chorus only, you will not be required to attend the dance call, 
and will only need to prepare a vocal audition.

Adult Vocal Auditions (Age 16 years by Dec 1, 2019)

Sunday 27th October 2-5pm at Geelong High School
Monday 28th October 7-10pm at 26 Rodney Road, North Geelong
Tuesday 29th October 7-10pm at 26 Rodney Road, North Geelong
Wednesday 30th October 7-10pm at 26 Rodney Road, North Geelong

Adult Dance Auditions
Sunday 27th October 10am - 1pm
Geelong High School - C A Love Centre

Dance calls are COMPULSORY for all cast excluding (Officer Krupke, Schrank, Doc, Glad 
Hand, Tony and Maria). Every potential cast member MUST attend this to be considered 
for casting.  

There will be different phases of the dance call, to cater to the basic, intermediate and ad-
vanced dancer. Each auditionee will have the opportunity to show off their dance ability in 
each phase but the initial movement in this dance call is character based, so please do not 
be afraid if you are in the ‘non-mover’ club!

Please note the dance audition will be done in stages, you may not be required for the full 
duration of the dance call. 



Call Backs
Sunday 3rd November

At the completion of your first vocal audition, (if the creative team feel you are a good fit for 
a role in the show that coincides with their casting concepts for this particular production) 
you will be given material (song and scene) to prepare for. If you are called back, be pre-
pared to be availalble from 10am to 4pm as our process involves for various dance, vocal 
and scene workshops. 

Rehearsal Information
Sundays - 12pm - 5pm 
Mondays - 7pm - 10pm
Wednesdays - 7pm - 10pm

There will be 1 rehearsal weekend that occurs during school holiday. 

Total of 9 performances to be held at the Geelong Performing Arts Centre

Our strongest advice is to block out the Monday, Wednesday and Sunday rehearsal times 
throughout the period of the schedule as best you can and assume you will be required 
most rehearsals. 

In fairness to all and to ensure this production of West Side Story is of the highest standard 
and something everyone involved can look back on with pride, it is expected that everyone 
will be available for scheduled rehearsals. PLEASE record any known absences, honestly, 
on your audition form.

Rehearsals will commence Monday 18th November
Christmas break will occur 15 December to 4 January



Synopsis
Inspired by the timeless story of Romeo and Juliet, West Side Story takes Shakespeare’s 
star-crossed lovers, and places them in the vibrant battleground of New York City’s West 
Side in the 1950s. In the midst of the deep-seated rivalry between the Puerto Rican gang, 
the Sharks, and the white gang, the Jets, Maria and Tony discover that ancient grudges 
are no match for true love. Their warring factions, however, refuse to back down, and the 
“rumbles”, romance, and resentment lead the bloody path to the lovers’ ultimate, tragic 
conclusion With soaring, sophisticated, and diverse melodies, energetic and athletic dance 
battles, and its remarkably salient social message, West Side Story remains one of Ameri-
can musical theatre’s most revolutionary and most loved treasures.

Full Singing / Acting / Dancing Ensemble 
Character Descriptions
We are looking for a large Company of roughly 35-40 (max) Actors, Singers and Dancers 
to complete the casting process. There are many characters filtered throughout the show 
and many fast costume and character changes. Some characters and roles are based 
highly in the dance category and others are more acting and singing roles. There is some-
thing for every type of performer. 

Please note the age ranges listed are characters’ ages, not necessarily the ages of the 
actors. 

Dancers who may not want to be vocalists in the show are still required to attend a vocal 
audition to at least show us what sort of voice they may have.

The  Sharks  –  A  Puerto  Rican  gang  

MARIA -  A  hopeless  romantic  and  innocent  young  girl.  She  falls  in  love  with  Tony  
and   finds  herself  at  the  center  of  the  violent  conflict  between  the  two  gangs.  Ber-
nardo’s   younger  sister.  Strong  soprano  voice.  Range:  Bb3-C6.  Some  dancing.   

ANITA - Feisty  and  assertive.  She  dispenses  “older  sister”  advice  to  Maria  and  tries  
to   shield  her  from  the  dangers  of  the  gangs.  Bernardo’s  girlfriend  and  Maria’s  
friend.   Strong  Alto  (belt).Range:  F3  - D5.  Strong  dance  background  required.   
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BERNARDO - A  proud,  strong,  handsome  man.  Bernardo  seeks  to  carve  out  ter-
ritory  as  a   sense  of  identity  for  him  and  his  friends.  Maria’s  brother  and  Anita’s  
boyfriend.  Leader   of  the  Sharks.  Limited  solo  singing.  Range:  Bb2  - Eb4.  Strong  
dance  background  required.   

CHINO - An  angry  and,  at  times,  naive  Shark  who  turns  murderous  and  vengeful.  
Suitor   to  Maria  and  friend  of  Bernardo’s.  Speaking  Role.  Dancing/Singing  required.

PEPE - Gang  member,  Dancing/Singing  required.  Baritone.   

INDIO - Gang  member,  Dancing/Singing  required.  Tenor.   

LUIS - Gang  member,  Dancing/Singing  required.  Baritone/Bass.   

ROSALIA - Indio’s  girlfriend,  more  demure,  not  too  bright,  Mezzo  Sop.   

CONSUELA - Tough,  young.  Pepe’s  girlfriend,    Alto.   

FRANSISCA - Young,  Luis’  girlfriend,  Soprano.   

The  Jets  –  A  Caucasian  gang   

TONY -  A  romantic  young  man  and  former  leader  of  the  Jets,  he  has  found  a  new  
lifestyle   now  that  doesn’t  involve  gangs.  Tony  finds  himself  violently  torn  between  
his   friendships  and  love.  Falls  in  love  with  Maria  and  meets  an  unfortunate  death.   
Genuinely  sweet  and  sincere.  Strong  tenor  voice.  Range:  Bb2  - Bb4.  Limited  danc-
ing.   

RIFF  -  An  athletic,  quick-tempered  leader  of  the  Jets.  He  seeks  to  eliminate  the  
Sharks   and  establish  his  own  gang’s  dominance.  Tony’s  best  friend,  he  is  even-
tually  murdered   by  Bernardo.  Strong  singer.  Range:  Bb2 -G4.  Strong  dance  back-
ground  required.   

ANYBODYS - A  spunky  tomboy  who  is  desperate  to  become  a  member  of  the  Jets.  
The   other  Jets  mock  her  for  her  ambitions,  but  generally  appreciate  her  company.  
Full  of   energy  and  heart.  Speaking  Role.  Dance  role.   

DIESEL - Second-in-command  of  the  Jets.  Leader  after  Riff’s  death.  Baritone/Bass.   

ACTION - The  most  quick-tempered  member  of  the  Jets,  always  ready  for  a  fight.  
Tenor.   

A-RAB -  Slightly  less  quick  tempered  than  Action.  Baby  John’s  best  friend.  Baritone.   



BABY  JOHN - The  youngest  Jet,  is  beaten  up  during  the  opening  sequence.  Tenor.   

The  Adults   

OFFICER  KRUPKE - The  local  beat  cop.  He  has  no  patience  for  the  gangs  conflict  
and  tries   to  keep  tensions  from  erupting  between  them.  A  little  dorky,  he  is  regu-
larly  mocked  by   the  local  gangs.  Speaking  Role.  No  dance  background.   

DETECTIVE  SCHRANK  -  A  local  police  detective  frustrated  by  the  ongoing  violence   
between  the  Jets  and  Sharks.  Blunt,  brash,  racist,  and  unapologetic.  Speaking  
Role.  No   dance  background  required.   

DOC - The  adult  owner  of  the  store  where  the  Jets  hang  out.  He  tries  to  guide  the  
Jets   youthful  angst  and  provides  a  safe  haven  for  Tony.  Old  fashioned  and  wise  in  
his  ways.   Speaking  Role.  No  dance  background.   

GLAD  HAND - Nerdy,  overly  cheerful  and  ill-equipped  social  director  at  the  school  
dance   (“Mambo”).  Speaking  role.  No  dance  background. 

Fees
Annual Membership: $25.00 (includes gst)
Performance Fee:  $95.00 (includes gst)

These fees are to be paid at, or before, the first rehearsal. Payment options include: 
• Cash
• EFTPOS 
• Direct bank deposit
• Cheque (made payable to CentreStage Pty Ltd)
• NDIS Self-Managed Community Access Payments

All cast are required to pay a performance fee which contributes to the following 
administration costs (scripts, venue, postage and printing), cast jacket, contribution to-
wards costumes/specialised makeup and our closing night after-show party.

Sponsorship
We are always looking for businesses and individuals who are willing to sponsor our pro-
ductions. CentreStage is able to offer an attractive array of advertising and marketing 
opportunities (starting from $300) for prospective sponsors, on both a short and long-term 
basis. If you, or anyone you know, may be interested, Please email us at 
dara@centrestage.org.au



DIRECTOR

JORDAN REID
MUSICAL DIRECTOR

DANIEL HESKETT
CHOREOGRAPHER

REMY NOONAN

VOCAL DIRECTOR

MADELINE CAIN

A. MUSICAL DIRECTOR

ERIC VON AHLEFELDT

CREATIVE CONSULTANT

ROHAN BROWNE

A. DIRECTOR

TARA VAGG
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CO - PRODUCER

DARA KARLUSIC

MAKEUP

ALYSIA MACLEOD
MAKEUP

STEPHANIE 
CARAMANICO

CO - PRODUCER

BRETT WALLIS

COSTUME CO-ORDINATOR

SHARON CLEARWATER
COSTUME ASSISTANT

CATHY WYNHOVEN
SET CORDINATION

KEITH GREENWOOD
COSTUME ASSISTANT

DAWN MURDOCH

MARKETING

DAVID GREENWOOD

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT

CHRISTOPHER BENNETT
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CENTRESTAGE  
AUDITION FORM 

 
FULL NAME: _______________________________________ 

NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN (UNDER 18) 

_________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________ 

SUBURB: _________________________________________ 

POSTCODE: ______________ 

PHONE: (home) ____________________________________ 

   (mobile) ___________________________________ 

EMAIL: ____________________________________________________ 

D.O.B: _ _  / _ _ / _ _   Age: _________    

Clothing size for cast t-shirt ( XS  S M L  XL XXL XXXL ) 

Role auditioning for:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any allergies or medical needs that we need to be aware of for Auditions:   YES  NO 

Please list details________________________________________________________________ 

Would you accept an alternative role if unsuccessful?    YES  NO 

Would you accept ensemble?    YES  NO  

Are you auditioning for ensemble only?   YES  NO 

Would you accept Pit Singer?   YES  NO 

Have you had formal vocal training?   YES  NO 

Teacher: ____________________________________________ 

Vocal range: _________________________________________ 

How many years?:______________________________________ 

Please list formal dance training and year?         

Studio: __________________________________________________________________ 

Styles: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Acrobatics: _______________________________________________________________ 

FOR C/S Use only: 

Recall: 

Final: 

Role: 

Notes: 

A photograph will be taken upon 
arrival for your audition 
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Previous experience 

YEAR SHOW ROLE COMPANY 
 
 

   

  
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 

If required, are you willing to:   

Grow your hair?          YES  NO 

    Cut your hair?          YES  NO 

    Colour your hair?         YES  NO 

Shave off a beard/moustache? (If applicable)      YES  NO 

Are you 

Currently involved in another production?          YES  NO 

When will this production be finished? ___________________________________________ 

Will this show impact your rehearsal attendance?         YES  NO 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you intend auditioning for any other shows during the rehearsal/performance period of West Side Story?  
                YES  NO 

Please list all commitments, dance concerts, work/university placements, holidays which will affect your ability to attend 
rehearsals, production week or performances.  

 

 

Do you understand that you have committed to attend all rehearsals and production dates you have stated you are 
available for, and realise that unknown absences may necessitate in your removal from the show?   
               
               YES  NO  
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Do you accept and agree to the following 

That I may be required to assist with publicity and attend promotional events and publicity as required including Pako Festa. 

               YES  NO 

To attend our Trivia fundraiser on Saturday 22 February 2020        YES  NO 

I will need to provide my own hosiery and shoes.          YES  NO 

I agree to become a financial member of CentreStage and will pay all applicable fees (discuss payment options with Brett 
and Dara).               YES  NO 

Annual Membership:  $25.00 (includes gst) 

Performance Fee:  $95.00 (includes gst) 

These fees are to be paid at, or before, the first rehearsal. Payment options include:  

• Cash 
• EFTPOS  
• Direct bank deposit 
• Cheque (made payable to CentreStage Pty Ltd) 
• NDIS Self-Managed Community Access Payments 

Please note 

No mobile phone recording is permitted in the rehearsal room.  

No unauthorised photos or videos of rehearsals are to be posted to Facebook, YouTube etc. 

CentreStage reserves the right to take and choose videos and photos of cast members for casting, programs and publicity 
purposes. These may also be used by approved third parties or in other forms of media. 

CentreStage will endeavour to keep all information collected confidential and will not disclose any data to any person unless 
it is requested and authorised by the cast member involved or unless we are required to do so by law.  

CentreStage aims to ensure the casting and auditions process for child performers 16-18 years is a safe and positive 
experience in a friendly and unthreatening environment.  
 
Please note that if you don’t get a recall it is not necessarily a reflection on your talent as the show has very specific 
requirements.  
 
Unfortunately, we are not able to offer individual feedback. 

I have read all of the above and agree to abide by all conditions mentioned. 

Signed: _____________________________________ Date: _________________________   

                (Parent to sign if cast member is under 18)   
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In Emergency Contact: 

Name ______________________________________________________ 

Home phone No ______________________________________________ 

Mobile phone No _____________________________________________ 

 

 


